Comparatives without "than”
Giving Suggestions

Materials developed by Katie Leite

Class Demographics:

Primary Skills: Listening & Speaking

Students: Adults

Type of Institution: Adult Education, Continuing Education Program

Proficiency Level: High Beginner

Length of Class Time: 2 hours

First Language Background: Varied

Suggested Follow-up Lesson: The gerund form that occurs in the
suggested action in these comparatives
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Comparatives: &iving Suggestions
Language Presentation

Directions:
* Listen to the conversations.
* Practice the conversations with a parfner.

Conversation 1

Mark and Ana are partners in class, They have to

decide whether to write a paper or make a poster

for their project.

Mark: Should we write the paper or make a
poster?

Ana: I think writing a paper is harder.

Mark: Really?

Ana:  Yes, making a poster is easier.

Mark: Ok, let's make a poster.

Conversation 2

Eli and Paule work fogether. They have fo email or

call 10 people to remind them there is a meeting

tomorrow,

Eli:  Let's call everyone.

Paulo: I think emailing everyone is quicker.

Eli: Well, T think calling everyone is more
efficient.

Paulo: Ok, let’s call everyone.

Find the pattern!
In each conversation...

1. Underline the 17 suggestion in each dialog.

2. Double underline the 2™ suggestion in each
dialog.

3. What do the two people decide 1o do?
Conversation 1:
Conversation 2:
Conversation 3:
Conversation 4
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Conversation 3
Katie and Juan are classmates. They have fo
efther write a dialog or write a story for their
class work.
Katie: Let's write a dialeg.
Juan: T think writing a dialog is
more difficult,
Katie: Well, T think writing a story is
more boring.
Juan: Ok, let's write a dialeg.

Conversation 4

Abdul and Sibani work together. They need to call
or fax an order for more cleaning supplies to be
delivered.

Abdul: Should we call or fax in the order?

Sibani: I think calling is more complicated.

Abdul: Really?

Sibani: Yes, faxing is better.

Abdul: Ok, let's fax in the order,



Highlighting &rid
Directions:
« Now, use the sentences you underlined to fill in the grid.
Fill in the I suggestion and 2 suggestion for each conversation.
» Then, answer the gquestions below. a

5"""‘9 i"@‘""?“__

1. I 'fhmk writing a paper is harder.
Yes, ‘making a poster
2. emailing everyone
Well, I think
3.
4
GQuestions:

L. Write the Comparative Forms in List A.
Then, write the word you see inside the comparative in List B

List A List B
Comparatives Word Inside
................. T T | ——— ALt 413 - —
........... TR T T —— SO . = 7.7 1L Sy

2. What kinds of words are in List B? ... e s
3. There are twe ways To Torm comparatives:
" O PPN SO . .,
B e e s B
C) Which word in the list does not follow either of these rules?

4. How do you know whether to use Form A or Form B?

5.In the conversations, why did people use comparatives?
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Controlled Exercises

Part I Directions: -

«  First, fill in the first two responses below to give suggestions.

»  Use the faces to help you decide if the person @ likes or @ dislikes the idea.
= Then, fill in the last respense with the agreed choice.

Conversation 1
Wonjung and Marco are coworkers. They have fo submit a report fo their boss. They are deciding whether fo
write it or type it

Wonjung: Let's type it.

Marco: T think typing s oo s (easy, difficui‘l‘)

Won jung: Well, I think writing it is ... . (messy, neat)
Marco: Ol deVE b s S it s
Conversation 2

Neeraj and Freda are coworkers. They are taking lunch together and need fo decide if they want McDonalds
or a nice restaurant.

Neeraj: Let's go to a nice restaurant.
(o Pl
Freda: I think going To McDonalds is ...uwemmesemsseesvse (slow, fast) k:;)l
Neeraj: Well, I think going to a nice restaurant is .........comm: (good, slow) @
Freda: e e e aisiiis
Conversation 3

Miake and Deepak are partners. They need to read an article from a magazine. They found one short article
and one long article.

Miako: Should we read the short articie or the long article?

Deepak: T think reading the long article is e (challenging, easy) @
Miakao: Yeah?

Deepak: Yes, reading the short article is e (easy, difficult) @
Miake: Gl EYS ..o R
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Great Job_. now let's make it a little more difficult.

Part IT Directions:

First, fill in the first two responses below fo give suggestions.

+  You must begin each conversation and decide if the 2¥ person © likes or & dislikes the idea.
= Then, fill in the last response with the agreed choice.

Conversation 4
Mikko and Elsa are partners. ??rey have to give a report on either Spain or Mexico for the class.

Mikko: Let's report on Spain.

; : v (@13
Blead - smmaslao PEPOrting ON SPAIN iS ... cevassisrcemeneen (€0SY, hard)\ =
Mikko: Wl reporting on MEXico IS ... (inferesting, boring)
Elsa: R RS i i
Conversation 5

' Claudio and Masha are classmates. They have to meet for a project they are wkmgr on efther this week or
next week.

Claudio: Let's meet next week.

c B
Masha: meeting this week i . oo (good, hur-d] Nt
Claudio: Well, ... - meeting next week 8 ..o (easy, difficult)
Masha: Ol lets oo s emannenenann s nnani
Conversation 6

Kumi and Hironoshi are coworkers. They have fo decide whether fo finish their project late fonight or early
fomorrow morring.

Kumi: Should we stay late or come early?
Hironoshi: mremresr e reeenres COMENEY BAPIY I8 i (GO0, hﬂr'd}
Kumi: Really?

Hironoshi: Ves, oo s, ataying late IS Lo (Stmple, difTicult)

Kumi: Ol lete i Bt ce e reiinuina e mees
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Semi-Controlled Exercises

Directions:

*  Fill in the blanks below to give suggestions.

* Choose an appropriate adjective from the bank

sﬁe difficult
Pd
MR challenging
interesting boring
clean messy
neat dirty
quick :
e slow
cheap expensive
Conversation 1
Eliene and Paul are coworkers. They have to decide whether to order Chinese or Pizza for lunch.
Eliene: Should we order Chinese or Pizza for lunch?
PRI " 5 e e e M e
Eliene: Yeah?
Paul: YES, coocrremrrsmemsrssessassrsmmmmessssmss e i e i e -
Eliene: Ok,
Conver=sation 2
&ustavo and Cara are classmates. They have to decide whether to take the bus or the metfro fo class
together.
Gustavo: Let's take the bus,
Cara: T s s = s
Gustave: T
Cara: Ok
Katie Leite © 2005



Conversation 3
Marika and Cesar are coworkers, The steps to the building are broken. They have to either fix the broken
steps or make new ohes.

Marika: Let's fix the steps.

Codary e i . TR TN T e a———
Marika: WVRBHL,  eerveraessmmsrmmcesst oo o e cmssemmare 64 0 s s s e s 258
Cesar: Ok.

Conversation 4

Katie and Juan are classmates. They have to either write or fype their assignment fo give fo the teacher.
Lucas: Should we write it or type it?

Raguel: VN U S e PV Ay = SRS (Ve

Lucas: Really?

Raquel: iy L L IR
Lucas: Ok.

Conversation 5

Jooyong and Marco are coworkers. They have to decide whether to drop the mail at the pest office or call
UPS to pick it up.
Jooyong: Let's call UPS to pick it up.

e e R i

Jooyong: WL sl s e SR

Marco: Ok.

Conversation 6

Lea and FPepe are classmates. They have to choose to meet either after class or on the weekend fo do a

project together.

Lea: Should we meet after class or this weskend?

Lea: Yeah?

Pepe: Ui P RIS g L LA AR | B S =
cBa
N7

Lea: Ok. e E
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Communicative Activity

Directions:

»  Pick a partner.
*  Read the situation in the big box.

«  Wite one possible choice you could do in each box.

@ &

&

Then, write a few possible adjectives to describe why you would pick that choice.
* Last, have a conversation with your partner about each situation.

You should give your suggestion using comparatives.

Situation 1

You and your coworker
are in charge of the
holiday work party. You
need to decide how fo
contact everyone about it.

Situation 3

You and your classmate
are working on a project
together. You need to
decide when to meet to
work:onthe project.

=

AN

Lhoice 1

Choice 2

Choice 1 .

Cheice 2

Adjectives

Adjectives

Adjectives

Ad jectives

Situation 2

You and your classmate
are meeting at the library
to study this weekend.
You need fo decide how

A

to get there.

|
_

Choice 1

Situation 4

You and a co-worker want
to go have lunch together.
You have to decide where
to go eat.

ol

Choice 2 Choice 1

Adjectives

Choice 2

|

Adjectives Ad jectives
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Homework Name:

Directions:

* Pick two of the situations you discussed with your partner in class foday.
*  Wirite down the conversation (or a similar one) in the space below.

= You may have extra space.

Your Partner’'s Name:

- - Et4 mRmana anaans aEnaas snasan aaaa R T R PR A RN T R T AT A R AT TN AN PR S R R AR
et et am [ ——— . - ST —
----------------- e ran err Ty ane . e - et ram e wrr e
sasmasmraassasns ! ececsrrmrrsrrasnenaes remaEE ErEATrEs PrramTaTE RER TS ErRSrY ey prrERS mrn ErE s - a8 s bt e mnn nb e g e Err e R R

---------------- o R W AR R S e R R AR R R R R R A EEE RS T SR R RN A TS AEE ST R R A R R AEE T A R R T AN N T R O RN AT AR AR R AN R S1E SR SRS S s
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ANSWER KEY - Language Presentation

Directions:
« Listen fo the conversations,
* Practice the conversations with a partner.

Conversation 1

Mark and Ana are partners in class. They have to
decide whether to write a paper or make a poster
for their project.

Mark: Should we write the paper or make a

poster?
Ana: I think wrifing a paper is harder.
Mark: Really?

Ana:  Yes, making g posfer is easier.
Mark: Ok, let's make a poster.

Conversation 2

Eli and Paulo work fogether. They have to email or
call 10 people fo remind them there is a meeting
fomorrow.

Eli:  Let's call everyone.

Paulo: I think emailing everyone is quicker,

Eli:  Well, T think calling evervone is more
cric

Paulo: Ok, let's call everyone.

Find the pattern!
In each conversation..

1. Underline the 17 suggestion in each dialog.

2. Double underline the 2™ suggestion in each
dialog.

3. What do the two people decide to do?
Conversation 1: make a poster
Conversation 2: call evervome
Conversation 3: write a dialog
Conversation 4. fax in the order
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Conversation 3
Katie and Juan are classmates. They have fo either
write a dialag or write a story for their class work,
Katie: Let'swrite a dialeg.
Juan: T think writing a dialog is
more difficult.
Katie: Well, I think writing a story i
more boring,
Juan: Ok, let's:write a dialog.

Conversation 4

Abdul and Sibani work together. They need to call
or fax an order for more cleaning supplies to be
delivered

Abdul: Should we call or fax in the order?

Sibani: I think calling is more complicated.

Abdul: Really?

Sibani: Yes, faxing is better,

Abdul: Ok, let's fax in the order.




ANSWER KEY - Highlighting &rid
Directions: '
 Now, use the sentences you underiined to fill in the grid.
Fill in the " suggestion and 2™ suggestion for each conversation.
» Then, answer the questions below.

Py ;‘i\x'\.'-"'ﬂi‘g; T
L £ ;r'mﬁwhﬁ’ ng

.wrl‘i*rng a paper hnr'dzr.
Yes, making a poster is easier.
2. T think emailing everyone is quicker.,
Well, T think calling everyone is more efficient,
3. T think writing a dialog is more difficult,
Well, T think writing a story is ‘more boring.
4. I think calling is more complicated.
_?'g_.s, g faxing is _ be_‘r*re.r'.
Questions:

1. Write the Comparative Forms in List A.
Then, write the word you see inside the comparative in List B

List A List B

Comparatives Word Inside
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 71 bt il i
.0 T TR, = e S AR gt S EBEL coresnnssesseneee e
. 1 . - [Z17. R —
ceeeene PROFE. ELELEAE s P - -+ o R AT T —
e, more diffleubt.. e, . (1 T —
O O Te g LY FR— *

,,,,,,,,,,, nLore comipllodtid.. ... cowaplicated..
................. better. ST - | IO

2. What kinds of words are in List B? ......... Adjectives .
3. There are two ways to form comparatives:
Y LT o T ——

B) more + ........... AdJECHVE e

€) Which word in the list does not follow either of these rules? comparative *better”, word Luslde Food”

4, How do you know whether o use Form A or Form B?
Use Forne A for shorter adjectives (1-2) and Form B for longer Adjectives (2+),

5. In the conversations why did people use comparatives? To suage
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ANSWER KEY - Controlled Exercises

Fart I Directions:

*  First, fill in the first two responses below to give suggestions.

*  Use the faces to help you decide if the person © likes or ® dislikes the idea.
*  Then, 7ill in the last response with the agreed choice.

Conversation 1 ’
Won jung and Marco are coworkers. They have fo submit a report fo their boss. They are deciding whether to
write it or type it

Won jung: Let's type it.

Marco: I think typing it is ...... more difficuit ..... (easy, dif‘ficuh@
Won jung: Well, T think writing it is ... weesier ... (messy, neat)
Marco: Ok, let’s .....type it .....

Conversation 2

Neeraj and Freda are coworkers. They are taking lunch together and need te decide if they want McDonalds or
a hice restaurant.

Neeraj: Let's go to a nice restaurant.
B
Freda: I think going o McDonalds is ..... faster ... (slow, Tast) )
Meeraj: Well, T think going to a nice restaurant is ...... better ...... (good, slow) @
Freda: Ok, let’s ..... go to @ nice restaurant ...
Conversation 3

Miake and Deepak are partners. They need to read an article from a magazine. They found one short article
and one fong article.

Miako: Should we read the short article or the long article?

Deepak: I think reading the long article is ... wore challenging ... (challenging, easy)
Miako: Yeah?

Deepak: Yes, reading the short article is ... encier ..... (easy, difficult)

Miako: Ok, let's ..... read the short article ......
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ANSWER KEY - Grear Job.. now let's make it a little more difficult.

Part IT Directions:

*  First, fill in the first two responses below to give suggestions.

«  You must begin each conversation and decide if the 2 person @ likes or & dislikes the idea.
= Then, fill in the last response with the agreed choice.

Conversation 4
Mikko and Elsa are partners. They have to give a report on either Spain or Mexico for the class.

Mikko: Let's report on Spain.

L st [ think ...... reporting on Spain is ... harder ... (easy, hard)

Mikko: Well, ...... | think ...... reporting on 5pain is ... more interesting ...... (interesting, boring)
Elsa: Ok, let's ....:.-rcpﬂrt On SPALA e

Conversation 5 - B
Claudio and Masha are classmates. They have fo meet for a project they are working on either this week or
next week.

Claudio: Let's meet next week.

R
Masha: e | AR ... meeting this week is ... better ...... (good, hard) 'f..‘:"_Af
Claudio: Well, ..... | think ... meeting next week is ... easier ...... (easy, difficult)
Masha: Ok, let's ... meet next wegk ...
Conversation 6

Kumi and Hironoshi are coworkers. They have fo decide whether to finish their project late tonight or early
fomorrow marning.

Kumi: Should we stay late or come early?

Hironoshi: e | THEAR, ... COMiNG early is ... harder ... (good, hard)
Kumi: Really?

Hironoshi: Yes, .... | think ..... Staying late is ... sinepler ... (simple, difficult)
Kumi: Ok, let’s ... stay Late ...

Answers will vary for the Semi-controlied,

Controlied, and Homework activities.
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