‘When I first came to Thailand I noticed the Thai people have more confidence than Burmese. The Thai are very creative and active
in their thinking. I think Burma needs more knowledge; more critical thinking. This I believe can be accomplished, even if it’s not
ery big. Knowledge starts small but becomes bigger. Knowledge can always improve.

1 here are 25 teachers [at ShanYouth Power where Ying teaches]. About five of these teachers have degrees. The difference be-
tween those that have a degree and those who don’t is the level of study they teach. When someone has a degree, they are able to
teach at a higher level.

what 1 krf
to teach

Right now I am not a legal teacher. 1do not have a teaching certificate. ButIlove to teach. I teach one camp [class] — 24 students.
I teach students English and math. Ilike English because I can teach Shan history and culture through it. Before I came [to Shan
Youth Power] it was a problem because students didn’t know where they came from or who they were. But now they know they

are Shan and come from Burma.

My students are so active. In groups they think of how Burma can be in the future. They are confident and curious. They want to
know more about their country and why they do not live there. They ask me, ‘is it true we are the poorest people in the world?’

They make me think and I must do research and so I learn too.

I'would like to go back to Burma someday. No one [in Burma] knows what democracy or buman rights means. Human rights? I
did not know when I was in Burma. Democracy? Ididn’t know. I want to be a teacher who can help my community. My mother
and father are dead so I would have no help but I am not a weak person. I would start all over again. I would bring to my com-
munity what I learn and what I know and find a way to teach them. First thing I would do is start an addition to school in my

house—Iike after school. It would start small but will get bigger.
T think Burmese need to have more confidence in their thinking and doing. Right now we have no conlidence to speak out. We
to speak out. People are afraid because of the government. If students have no fear, people can change the system in a knowl-

cwgeable way.

I believe if we can build confidence among students, teachers, and communities then the government is afraid because the people
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B What I found extraordinary in her life were the parts youd
never know about unless you asked:

_" | Ying sold lottery tickets and produce, and worked as a janitor
fl for nearly a decade to keep her sister in school.

B After her sister left for college, Ying was accepted to study
English at ALTSEAN (Alternative ASEAN Network on

& Burma) in Bangkok (where I first met her). Ying mentioned
she teaches English at Shan Youth Power, but she never said
S how she learned it. This happened at ALTSEAN. ALTSEAN
Y trained her in basic English, management, and computer

" literacy.

In 2006 Ying was accepted to attend the Social Justice School
for Shan State Nationality Youth (S]S).

Ying told me in a prior conversation it was at SJS she realized
how important it was to be an active member in the politics of
Burma. She told me that she was never interested in politics,
but after seeing so many people who weren’t Shan working to
help her people, she felt like it was the right thing to do.

.en I met Ying in 2009, she was at ALTSEAN completing another internship. She was one of only two accepted to study
and complete the six-month internship.

As Ying referenced, she now works with an organization called Shan Youth Power (SYP). SYP educates over 300 Shan stu-
dents a year in over 17 classrooms, and is beginning to branch out into preventative health care and computer training.
Last year, SYP held 9 HIV/AIDS treatment and prevention training workshops and 11 different computer literacy training
sessions. 'There is still much to do, however.

‘Over 80,000 Shan live in the .P teaches The poten 'al thns orgammtlon‘has to e'{pand past the hundreds
and into the thousands is not ext aordmeu ¥; it's onl'y a matter of time. :

. Only5 teaLhers hold higher dégfééé at SYP, Ying tells us,
As I said earlier; this is due to need not excellence (Ying
is not a qualified teacher). At the rate SYP is growing,
with Ying and a college education, SYP would likely
expand to reach into the thousands a year. Ying has the |

tremendous untapped potential to be a leader in this
organization or anywhere else of her choosing.

The impact her college degree w:ll have in the future hves
| thousands of Shan Burmiese migrant refugee students 1
nnot be overlooked.
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Out of 135 officially recognized ethnicities in Burma, the Shan
are the second largest group in Burma. 10 percent of Burma’s
population is Shan, or just slightly over 5 million people. By
comparison, this is the same size of the legal Mexican-Ameri-
can population in the United States—the equivalent to over 30 ! ' o 5

million people in the United States.

Some of the Shan have historically pushed for autonomy from Burma. Some groups have even f:)rgal'li‘zed and turned
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‘nlent to push for secession. Today, parts of the rural Shan State frontier in Burma resemble a warzone.

Unfortunately, between warring Shan rebel groups and the Burmese army, the Shan people are the ones suffering. The
abuses are tragic, but the grossest human rights abuse committed is neglect.

» 'The Burmese government spends approximately $56
dollars annually per person on health and education com-
bined. In perspective, Thailand, Burma’s neighbor, spends
over $1,000 per person on education and health.

» Burma has over 700,000 cases of malaria and close to
150,000 cases of tuberculosis a year.

» Over 35 percent of children under the age of five are
malnourished to some degree. When the World Health
Organization listed countries by health care, Burma
ranked second worst in the world.

A Burmese field medic delivering aid






Inited Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) esti-
waates that half of students in Burma drop out before
finishing primary school.

» Although enrollment in school in Burma is high,
attendance is low. Education is said to be compul-
sory, but in reality, parents must pay bribes to military ;
officials to keep their children in school.

+ Because the system is so underfunded, teachers
offer after school tutoring to teach the curriculum
students are supposed to learn during the school day.
The tutoring costs are expensive, and only the wealthy
can afford it.

i oy
.
gll.l ents laking exams at Shan Youth Power

» Between 1988 and 2006, the military regime kept _
universities in Burma closed longer than open. Still, today universities and schools are close without warning and for
extended periods of time.

» Distance learning is the preferred method in universities. (Not for convenience, but in order to prevent students from
gathering and discussing politics.)

-~ Higher degrees in Burma are often not recognized abroad.






Payap College Expenses

: : . : ‘Thailand public
Ying hopes to study English com- school expenses
munication at Payap College,a — T e
private Jesuit college, in Chiang AV

Mai, Thailand. Yingholds allthe i Tu}ti_or?
qualifications to get in. The only : :
obstacle standing between her and
her dream is financing.

‘Housing

Cost 5'f -Living

Yings financial situation requires Raoks
a comprehensive scholarship that o s

includes everything from tuition Contingencies

and room and board, to the cost (operating costs; tuition, and
of living expenses. After speaking exchange rate fluctuations) = -
with Payap College, I have estimated

these costs to total $26,220.







YOU CAN HELP!

'The US Dollar goes far in Thailand. Her entire four year education—tuition, room and board, books, etc.—costs less
than the price of a new car or a semester at most private U.S. colleges.

Scholarships for Burma is a project of the Human Rights Action Center (HRAC), a registered 501(c)(3). All donations
made to Scholarships for Burma are tax-deductible and go directly to fund Ying’s college scholarship. No donations go
to fund the trek through Burma.

The former president and founder of the The DuBois Group generously agreed to accept physical checks and dona-
tions for Scholarships for Burma by mail. ‘The DuBois Group is a nationally recognized fundraising consultant firm I
interned with in 2008. Mr. DuBois has been one of my mentors and is intimately involved and invested in this project.
It is the duration of this campaign (at least four years) that conflicts with my plans to volunteer with the Peace Corps
after college, and Mr. DuBois has kindly agreed to assist me pro bono by receiving donations.

Check
- Donors should completely fill out the pledge card attached, make, checks payable- to.“Human Rights Action Center—.. .-
 Scholarships for Burma,” and mail the pledge card to: -

holarships for Burma

0 Carl DuBois, Treasurer. .
= 4275 Great Falls Loop -
" Reno,NV 89511"'

Donors will receive receipt of their gift at the end of the pledge period.

Where’s this Money Going?

Virtually all of the operating costs for this campaign have been financed by a grant from American University’s Hon-
ors Program. I have also been generously helped by American University students and Alumni (website, photography,
design) and former employers and friends volunteering their time to make this project as low-cost as possible. These
savings mean nearly every cent donated goes directly to fund Ying’s scholarship.

re will be two disbursements made at the beginning of each semester at Payap College (approximately every 6-8
aths). The first payment will go directly to Payap College and pay for Ying’s tuition. The second disbursement will go

to Ying’s personal bank account so that she may pay for books, rent, and costs of living,

An annual report will be compiled at the end of each year and sent to donors.
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Yes, | support Scholarships for Burma! i
{Please print all information)
Name: —
Address: Piedge Amount: $ I
(1a be paid o later Whan December 31, 2011} 1
City: State: ____ Zip: |
Phone Number: { ] D tnclosed ts my payment :... full
{J Menthly incremants starting / , 2011 I
E-maif: |
Please maijl checks to: Signature: 1
Scholarships for Burma
. ¢
c/o Carl DuBors, Trcasurer Pate: L I
8275 Great ralls Laop I
Reno, NV 83511 _
* SCHOLARSHSPS FOR BURMA 35 A PROJECT OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTION CENTER, A 501{c)2 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE 1
DEDUCTIBLE FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES IN THE MANNER AND TO TRE EXTENT OF THE LAW.™ I
— — — — — — — —— — — W— — — — S SE— G S — W — S— S— — — — — — —






days.

country to visit.

Tourism is discouraged because of what the regime does to its people
(human rights abuses—-spending money supports the regime); not how
it treats its foreigners.

As a precautionary measure [ enrolled in the State Department’s Safe
Traveller Enrollment Program (STEP), and they will know my wherea-
bouts while in Burma, and can respond should there be any need.

Accommodations: by sundown I plan on stopping in the nearest vil-
lage and asking locals where [ can lodge. In Burma, homes sometimes
double as hotels, and I was told by people who have traveled through
Burma that many villages have places to stay. Ijust need to ask a local
once I arrive. In case I cannot find a hotel, I will be carrying a personal
tent which I can use to camp along the way.

Contributing: I have been told by some that my trip will be contribut-
ing to the regime in Burma. My answer to that is yes and no. Yes, it is
inevitable that the regime will receive money (e.g. visa, airplane ticket),
t1 can minimize those costs by purchasing goods only from local
..0p owners, where the money goes directly to the seller. I will be stay-
ing only in local hotels with local owners too. On balance, the good of
this trip far outweighs the bad.

Since 2009 I have realized that reading books and talking with
activists — professors, diplomats, and experts - only give me snap-
shots and opinions of Burma.

I'm choosing to do this trek because in order to truly understand
the country, to grow and learn more about it, I need to go there.

Starting October 1st, 2011, I will begin walking from Rangoon to
Mandalay. I will be following Route 1, a small highway that runs
between the two cities.

As of now, the Burmese authorities only extend visas to visitors
for 30 days. This could change by October, but I plan to make this
trip in one month. At 17 miles a day I will reach Mandalay in 27

Safety: I have been asked frequently if I will be safe. It’s a common
misconception that Burma is dangerous for travelers. Granted, it
is a terrible and oppressive place to live. But it is not a dangerous

There has never been an American victimized or harmed by the
regime while abroad in Burma.

Mandalay

Day of Bangai

Rangoon

/ a\ UMOLARTHITE
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Scholarships for Burma

Hi, my name is Kirk.

In January 2009, | traveled to the Thailand-Burma border with a group of students
from American University. During the trip, | met ¥ig i< 721, a 23-yearold gid
from Shan state in Burma

Ying told us her story. It was heartbreaking

Iwill never forgetthe last part of her story - the part where Ying broke down and cried
to our group and said,

Tal bwantistlo g

|was shocked. My parents spentthousands of dollars for me to fly halfway around
the world to Thailand just to hear that one sentence How privileged | was; how
lucky | took a college education for granted

Ying's story has since changed my life, and now | wantto change hers With your
help, now is our chance to give Ying an education.

Starting on October 15th. 2011, | will trek 450 miles across Burma's countryside,
from Rangoon to Mandalay My journey between Burma's two biggest cities will be
done in order to raise $26,220 to give a full college scholarship to Ying Kawn Tai,
making her dream to go to school a reality and changing her life forever.

Will you help me?

Schalarships for Burma 1s a 501{c)(3) projecl of the Human Rights Aclion Center
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Ying's Story

< Read Ying's Story in Her Own Words

Ying isan ethnic Shan and comes from a family of
four—a younger sister, mother, and father Ying
attended primary school in Burma until her mother
contracted what is believed to be malaria when
Ying was in the 8th grade. Her mother died soon
after and Ying wasforced to drop out of school and
help her father eam money Ying'sfather soon
contracted Tuberculosis though and died asweil
Ying was still a teenager and without prospect of
finding a job to support her and her sister, in 1998
Ying left her sister for Thailand to find a better
paying job.

Ying worked various odd jobs—selling lottery tickets
and produce, and asa janitor—in Thailand to make
ends meet for herand her sisterin Buma. Ying

managed to make enough to keep her younger

sisterin school through primary school where she Photo by Mary Kale McKenna, www.MKsBlog_com
*To profect the safefy of Ying and her fanily e are unable to include her photograph on the site

excelled and was eventually accepled fora full ride
scholarship to university in Thailand Thiswasone
of the happiest moments of Ying's life, she told me

Ying was determined to find a way to educate herself after her sister was on her own in college In 2003, Ying wasaccepled to study English at
Altsean Burma in Bangkok, an organization that trains future women leaders of Burma. Ying excelled and in 2006 was accepted to attend the
Social Justice School for Shan State Nationality Youth, an organization that educales young Shan men and women about ethnic issuesin order to
transform Lhe students to become active membersin the politics of Burma

Ying continued striving for an education. When | met herin 2009, Ying was back at Altssan studying and completing an intemship Ying worked
hard enough to educate herseif on her own that she is now a teacher working with Burmese migrant youth in Thailand

Ying is an incredible woman Not only did she sacrifice her own education for her sister's, she overcame tremendous obstacles and hurdles to
educate herself It meant not setlling for being a janitor and selling lottery tickets, and in her free time learning English and Thai and taking three
separate internships and education classes

Ying is part of a new generation, and she is already a leader at the front of educating the largest disenfranchised ethnic minority in Burma. Ying has
come a long way and she hasdone it all by herself Imagine what she could do with a college education

Thisiswhy, on October 15, 2011, | will begin walking 450 miles to raise $26.220 for her college education Ying islooking to study education and
development at either Payap College or Chiang Mai Universily, both well known schoolsin Thailand. Now isour time to make sure Ying has every
tool and resource available to get through college

scholarshipsforburma.com/yingsStory.h...
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My Story

Ying's story had a tremendous impact on
me. Her story is similar to hundreds of
thousands of other people from Burma.
But her story was no longer a statistic to
me; she was a friend. | wanted to learn
more about why Ying had to flee from
Burma and what | could do to help her.

When'| came back tc the States T started
asking questions, began reading
everything | could about Burma, and made
the country the focus of my studies at
college. | contacted the US Campaign for
Burma, an advocacy group based in
Washington DC that supports freedom,
democracy, and human rights in Burma. |
asked them how | could get involved

A few weeks [ater | wasinteming as their Grassroots Organizer | represented the US Campaign for Burma at STAND in Washington, a student-led
movement against genocide and mass atrocities countries around the world; | escorted Burmese monks with the US Campaign for Buma's advocacy
director around the House of Representalives where we met privately with the Foreign Affairs Committee and congressional office staffers; and |
helped mobilize hundreds of volunteers around the U S. who collected over 10,000 signatures at U2's 360 tour concerts to sign a petition asking
President Obama to pressure the United Nations to create a Commission of Inquiry into human rights abusesin Burma In my free time, | led
American university's Student Campaign for Burma, led discussions with students on different issues of Burma, and coordinated one of the largest
events of 2009 at American University where four monks who led the Saffron Revolution in 2007 came to speak about their experiences

lam a senior in the Honors' Program at American University studying intemational economic relalionsin the School of Intemational Service | have
spent most of my research the past two years on the sanctions the United States has on Burma, their efficacy, and their effects on the relationship
between the etlhnic minorities and the military regime

My activities have been featured in Voice of America, Democratic Voice of Burma, Agence-France Presse, and iTunes, and | have written about
Burma for American University's The Eagle. In 2010 | worked with the editors of the book Nowhere to be Home: Narmatives from Suwvivors of Burma's
Military Regime and assisted Benedict Rogers on a part of hisbook Burma: A Captive Nation. | am currently studying under former U.S diplomat
and eminent scholar on Burma David Steinberg at Georgetown University

tlogtsehabarshiy s iorurma. coin

scholarshipsforburma.com/myStory.html 1/1
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Burma
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‘e Why Ying? Why Now?

Imagine a country where over 135 different ethnic
groups (all with differenl languages and customs)
live in an area dightly smaller than the size of
Texas. And then picture that many of these
different groups are terntorial rivals to the point of
waging war against one another. And then imagine
that all thisishappening under a dictatorship that
has been in power since 1962

Thisis not a hypothelical country. In a nutshell, this
isthe very real state of Burma today

Ying comes from the largest and one of the most
disenfranchised ethnic mrnonty group of Burma—
the Shan. Under the military regime, the Shan
have been one of the most severely targeted groups
for human rights abuses

Scholarships for Burma
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Photo by Mary Kate McKenna, www.MKsBlog . com

It is estimated the Burmese govemment spends approximately $56 dollars annually per person on both health and education combined

Itisn't shocking lhat both Ying Kawn Tai'smother and father died from such preventable and treatable diseases Like most Burmese, they smply did
nol have access to a doctor, hospital or medicine. And even if they could have visited a doctor, they were poor and did not have money to receive

the right treatment

The military took power in Bumma in 1962, and Ying's parents were the first generation under military rule. They never received an education
because the military regime in Bumma spent so little on it, and Ying left Burma like hundreds of thousands of others because there was smply no
future for her. Ying saw past her own situation and had the courage to leave Bumma for a country where she did not speak the language. but knew

there had to be more opportunities.

Ying's life is a micro story of the macro picture of Burma today Burma needs future leaders and Ying's story, and the thousands like it, isthe reason
why | have decided to become active in raising awareness about Burma, and why | am embarking on this trek between Rangoon and Mandalay to

raise money to send Ying Kawn Tai to college

i olavshopslorbumma

scholarshipsforburma.com/burma.htmt
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Why Trek?

| decided to do this 450 mile trek because | want to
combine my academic leaming about Burma and
its peaple with fisthand experience of my friends
like Ying

When | visited Thailand in 2009, | couldn't believe
the stories | heard from people like Ying, and when
| came back to the United States| dedicated most
of my time to studying Burma But since 2009 |
have realized that reading books and talking with
experts only gives me snapshots and opinions of
Burma. In order to really understand the country, |
need to go there

Starting October 15, 2011, | will begin walking
north through the middle of Burma, up from the
Imawaddy Delta. ! will be following Route 1, a small
highway that runsbetween the two cities.

Thistrekisn't a tourist vacation. It isan independent
study of the country and its people. Ying's story
inspired me to spend my undergraduate degree
working on Burma, and | want to meet more people
like her to motivate me to continue working on the
future problems Bumma faces

S

info@seisoiats

scholarshipsforburma.com/whyTrek.html

Scholarships for Burma
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FAQ

o Why thirty days? Is 450 miles in 30 days possible?

The Bumese authorities only extend visasto visitors 30 days at a time | have done long distance walks before and
average about 15-17 milesa day. In order to complete thistrip t will need to finish the walkin lessthan 30 days so
that | can take a busback to Rangoon and fly out on time. At 17 milesa day | will reach Mandalay in 27 days.

s Will you be safe?

Thousands of tourists every year travel to Burma | will be staying in the Mandalay and Rangoon Regions of Burma,
relatively far removed from the ethnic conflict regions.

I am enrolled in the State Department's Safe Traveller Enrollment Program (STEP), and they will know my
whereabouts while in Burma, and can respond to any emergency

o Won't traveling to Burma, and spending money in Burma, support the regime?

Yesand no Yes, itisinevitable that the regime will receive money from me (e g visa, airplane ticket), but | can
minimize those costs by only buying goods from local shops, where the money goesdirectly to the saller | will be
staying only in local hotels with local owners

On balance, the good of this trip far outweighsthe bad For me, thisisnot a vacation but a leaming experience to
further my interest in the country in order to continue working for a better Burma, and to send Ying Kawn Tai to
college ]

s Where will you spend the night?

Many villages have small family-owned hotels | will have to ask once I'm in the villages. In the worst case scenario,
I will be carrying in my backpack a personal tent which | can use to camp along the way

s How will we know where you are?

Bumma is known for rolling blackouts and long periods without electricity. The govermment is also notorious for
restricting intemet and cell phone use. | will post updates when | can, but the reality isthat the 30 days| spend in
Burma will likely be without accessto intemet and updatesto my whereabouts

e Where exactly does my money go? How do | know the money goes to Ying Kawn Tai's education?

Virtually all of the operating costs for thiscampaign have been financed by a grant from American University's
Honors Program. | have also been generoudy helped by American Universty Alumni and former employers and
friends volunteering their time to make this project aslow-cost as possble These savings mean neatly every cent
donated goesdirectly to fund Ying's scholarship

There will be two disbursements made at the beginning of each semester at Payap College (approximately every 6-
8 months) The first payment will go directly to Payap College and pay for Ying'stuition The second disbursement
will go to Ying's personal bank account so that she may pay for books, rent, and cods of living

An annual report will be compiled at the end of each year and sent to donors.

scholarshipsforburma.com/faqg.html 1/1
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e My Sinchew - US students get out vote - over Myanmar

"At Amerncan University, students are handing out ballots that offer the sole choice of supporting the junta. After
casting their vote, studenls are asked to throw their ballots into the garbage.

Student leader Kirk Acevedo, 21, who also spenttime on the Thailand-Myanmar border, said he was alamed that
many classmates could not find Myanmar on the map. "

o The Eagle - Acevedo to raisé money for Myanmar stud@ nt with 450-mile walk

"The School of Intemational Service seniorisprepanng for a 30-day, 450-mile trek across Myanmar, formerdy known
as Burma, in October to raise money for a Myanmar womari's college education, "

nEnIRea i L veen hiranlin.com

intofschaliyshipslorbirmacom

scholarshipsforburma.com/news.html 1/1
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Support

Schalarships for Burma is a project of the Hurman Righls Action Center (HRAC), a registered 501(c)(3). All donations made to my praject
are tax-deductible and go directly to fund Ying's college scholarship. No donations go to fund my trekthrough Burma

- See how far you can support Ying through tollege
Where exactly does my money go? How do | know the money goes to Ying Kawn Tai's education?

Total costs for a 4-year public university in Thailand

Get Involved

You don't have to fiscally support Scholarships for Burmao gt involved

Are you a studenl? A member or leader in & club or organization? At your next meeling have me speak I'd lowve Lo share my slory, Ying's, and
my trek through Burma in October

Friend Schofarships for Burma on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter When you see a post or tweet, re-post or tweet lhe update
Throw a party for Ying and Burma. I'll be.sure to get people lhere and post your event

Volunieer Il need your help for futlire events. E-mail-zach.coh en@schelarshipsfarburma.com lo find out more

FISCAL SPONSOR: R . SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS:
0 . .
\ Human Rights Action Center Lo CANPAIGN
W g 2o Lrgual Fghis ans § me ol L i l‘()l{ B[ }(.\ ]'\ "

EURMA CLOBAL ATTIUN NETWORC

scholarshipsforburma.com/donate.html 1/2
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Contact

For media inquiries, or if you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please don't hesitate to e-mail Robert Rose or
Zachary Cohen at press@scholarshipsforburma.com.

If you would like to arrange a speaking time, please e-mail me direclly al kirk.acevedo@scholarshipsfarburma.com, or
contact me by phone at 202-680-8977

=k e lixealha . comm

info@echolarshipsforhuiini.com

scholarshipsforburma.com/contact.htm|
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Raising Ying's College Scholarship

Fundraising Committee

A committee of six, including myself, was rectuited to help raise money for Ying’s education. I
recruited members over the phone, in person, and by e-mail. Committee members’ backgrounds

came from former co-workers, mentors, family, and close friends.

Each member was responsible for raising $2,500 on his/her own in a three-month period. Each
member had three report dates which simply involved the member telling me how much had been
raised on his/her behalf. After each teport from the committee members, a master report with all

the information was compiled and sent out to the committee.

The first committee report date was May 13, 2011. The committee had raised $5,770 of the total

$7,226 (the rest had come in from unsolicited donations) by this time.
Donations

Donors ate allowed to make donations online ot by cash and/or check. Each donot is requested to
fill-out a pledge card which allows us to keep track of the finances. Each donation and donor 1s

recorded in an Excel spreadsheet as well.

Donors may make gifts in one payment or by installments. Installments allow donors to make larger
contributions and space them over time (e.g. one donot was prepated to give $100 but after she was
told she could make it over time she si‘gned up for $500 over a one-year pay period). We created a
billing system which would track pledged amounts and mail out bills monthly to donors who

decided to pledge over a petiod.






The night prior to officially launching we hosted a “Scholarships for Burma kick-off party” at my
apartment. Ying Kawn Tai called in via Skype and thanked everyone for working to get her into
college. Afterward I made my official pledge for the campaign and asked if everyone would do the

same and start the campaign off strong. That night brought in $1,200.

The highest volume of donations thus far came in the first two weeks after launch, and totaled
slightly over $2,500. This was due mostly to supporting organizations advertising the website over

Facebook and Twitter as well as our own social media launch and donation requests.

As of this writing (less than two months since launching), approximately $8,000 has been raised.
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Welcome to the Scholarships for Burma fundraising committee! 1 am thrilled to have you involved
as 2 member. Asyou read in the case statement, the final goal is $26,220 for Ying’s education. With
your help, the committee will together raise 2 minimum $15,000 of that sum, or over two years of
Ying’s college in Thailand. So thank you in advance for your commitment to Ying; this committee

and your involvement will have a dramatic impact on her future.

As a committee member there are a few things you should know. Below you will find a brief outline
of the committee members’ goals, what to expect, its other members, and important dates to keep in
mind. In order to meet Ying’s financial needs by the time she enters Payap College in the fall, this
campaign needs to move quickly, so the committee campaign will only last a little over a month.

Your commitment to this campaign ensures a vibrant start and strong finish. Before you begin,
however, I would like to ask you to take a couple minutes and make your personal contribution to

Ying’s education.

You know what Ying has been through and overcome, and you have joined this committee because
you believe sending her to college is the right thing to do. Your gift would be the petfect start to
making her dream to go to school a reality.

Enclosed is a pledge card and return envelope for your convenience. I hope you will write in a gift
that 1s generous and comfortable for you, and mail it with your first payment to the Treasurer, Carl

DuBois, at the address printed on the card.

Thank you again so much for your commitment. Without your support and others, changing Ying’s
tuture would simply not be possible.

I'm looking forward to following up with you and your progress on this campaign. Please don’t
hesitate to call me with any questions you might have (202) 680-8977.

Sincerely,

Kirk Acevedo



Committee Member Description:

Committed to raising a minimum of $2,500 towards the $26,220 goal. There will be three report
dates in which you simply notify me by phone the amount you have raised. 1 will send a letter out
after all the committee members have reported with their totals.

Committee Members:

Acevedo, Edward and June (Venice, Florida)
Acevedo, Kirk (Washington, DC)
Cook-Deegan, Patrick (Washington, DC)
DuBois, Carl (Reno, Nevada)

McCarty, Sean (Washington, DC)

Schaitel, Jim (Idaho Springs, Colorado)

Committee Report Dates:

If Ying is to start school this year, she needs at least the first semester funding which totals §7,000.
Out of necessity this is a fast campaign, and the report dates scheduled every 2-3 weeks reflect that.

May 13" — First committee report
May 27" — Second committee report

June 17" — Final committee report
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Starting October 15th, I wwill begin walking 450 miles between Burma’s two largest cities——Rangoon and Mandalay—in order

<N

.

Date:

Dear

to raise §26,220. This amount would give Ying Kawn Tai, a Burmese refugee whom I met in 2009, a full scholarship to
college in Thailand. T want to ask for your support towards Ying’s education.

Over Winter Break 2008-2009 T traveled to the Thailand-Burma border for two weeks with 12 other students from American
University to learn about Burma. One young woman we met was Ying Kawn Tai. Although she was about my age, by the age
of thirteen Ying had gone through more than most do in their entire lives. But it wasn’t her past that haunted her. .. it was her
future. Twill never forget when, in that small house in Bangkok where she told us her story, she broke down and sobbed,
telling our group, “All I want is to go to school!”

I realized in that moment how privileged I was and what an education looks like to many around the world——an impossible

dream. But that didn’t sit right, and I believe it does not have to remain that way.

With the help of you and others, this amazing young woman will make her dream a reality. Will you help me send Ying to
-ollege

Y our support will contribute to changing not only her life, but the lives of hundreds, if not thousands of others from Burma in

future generations.

This brief letter does not go into the details T would like to share with you about Ying, which is why I have enclosed Ying’s
story for you to read. Who is Ying? What is she doing? Why her? Why Now? These are all important questions, and I’m
convinced the more you know about Ying, the more confident you will feel your support is not so much a gift as it is an
investment. Only the people of Burma are to benefit with her education.

The Human Rights Action Center, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization generously lent Scholarships for Burma its non-profit
status for this project. All gifts to Scholarships for Burma go to support Ying’s education; no money goes toward my trek

for Ying’s education through Burma.

I have enclosed a pledge card and return envelope for your convenience. | hope you will write in an amount that is generous

and comfortable for you, and return your gift today to the address listed on the pledge card.

If you know of anyone else who would be interested in recetving this letter, please let me know, or feel free to simply direct
them to my website www.scholarshipsforburma.com.

Thank you. Tappreciate your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you very soon, and I pledge to keep you
informed of the campaign’s progress and Ying’s education.

Sincerely,

Kirk Acevedo



Below is a transcription of an hour long conversation I had with Ying on Skype over my Spring Break.

Backgmund: Ying (uuentl) Lcachcsfor Shan Youth Power (SYP), a nen but growing non—pl(j-itfoundcd in 2002 to pravidc :choo/ingfm Burmese migrants ||/01king in Thailand. §Yyp:-
over 80,000 Shan Jiy

located on a construction site and currently reaches over 300 students a vear. It is growing not necessarilv because of excellent services or education, but need

the area, most not reached by any form of education.

Exact Comimentary from Ying Kawn Tai

%,
“Igrew upin Leifie. Leikhe is a small Shan village of about 300 people. 1have neighbors, but outside my house there is just a small road. Leikhe in Shan
means ‘place where you post’—like where you tie a horse—except in Burma we have cows, not horses. There are many mountains and monkeys in Leikhe.

Everywhere you look there are mountains. Most people farm. They plant rice and garlic and fruit—mostly garlic, butalso alot ol rice.

My family experienced forced labor because they worked for the government for free. The SPDC [State Peace and Development Council—military
government of Burma] made my family plant a new crop, which they make into petrol. It didn’t work and destroyed the soil. Also, all the village was forced
to build the railroad near my village. We had to work for free. This was not our job, this was their job. We gotnomoney. And my family still had to work

for them.

It hasn"t stopped. 1 have a book that tells of human rights abuses in Burma. | show people what they do to the Shan people. In my own home town there

have been young women raped by the SPDC

After my mother died, I walked with my father to Thailand. My sister stayed with my uncle. After two days walking we came to a road and a car took us to
Thailand. In Thailand I helped my father sell produce and lottery tickets in the market. Talso worked as a janitor for a long time. T woke up at 4:30am every
morning to do this. When I worked, the day passing was just passing-—that was it. Ijust wanted to make money. You know, stay one or two years, and

then go back to Burma.

My father died from Tuberculosis. After my father died 1 tried to contact my sister. In Burma there are no phones so 1 had to write a letter. 1 told her |
would come back to Leikhe and to wait for me. But my letter missed and she came to Thailand in 2001 when 1 went back to Burma. This time I told her to

stay in Thailand and so 1 came back to meet her.

[In Thailand] I worked and she went to school. In 2008 she received a scholarship from Child Dream to attend Bangkok University. Right now she is in h

second year, She likes school a lot. She studies news media. She comes to Chiang Mai to visit me when she has school breaks.

When I first came to Thailand 1 noticed the Thai people have more confidence than Burmese, The Thai are very creative and active in their thinking. 1 think
Burma needs more knowledge; more critical thinking. This I believe can be accomplished, even if it's not very big. Knowledge starts small but becomes

bigger. Knowledge can always improve.

There are 25 teachers [at Shan Youth Power where Ying teaches]. About five of these teachers have degrees. The difference between those that have a

degree and those who don’t is the level of study they teach. When someone has a degree, they are able to teach ata higher level.

Right now I am not a legal teacher. 1do not have a teaching certificate. But] love to teach. Iteach one camp |class] — 24 students. [ teach students English
and math. |like English because | can teach Shan history and culture through it. Before I came [to Shan Youth Power] it was a problem because students

didn’t know where they came from or who they were. But now they know they are Shan and come from Burma.

My students are so active. In groups they think of how Burma can be in the future. They are confident and curious. They want to know more about their
country-and why they do not live there. They ask me, ‘is it true we are the poorest people in the world?”  They make me think and I must do research and so

| learn too.

I'would like to go back to Burma someday. No one [in Burma] knows what democracy or human rights means. Human rights? | did not know when I was in
Burma. Democracy? 1 didn't know. [ want to be a teacher who can help my community. My mother and father are dead so | would have no help but I am
nota weak person. I would startall over again. | would bring to my community what I learn and what [ know and find a way to teach them. First thing 1

would do is start an addition to school in my house—Ilike alter school. It would start small but will get bigger,

I think Burmese need to have more confidence in their thinking and doing. Right now we have no confidence to speak out. We fear to speak out. People

are afraid because of the government. If students have no fear, people can change the system in a knowledgeable way.

I believe if we can build confidence among students, teachers, and communities then the government is afraid because the people have the power. In Burm

democracy is fate. It is fate. Tt must happen.”
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Thank you so much,

Without considerable suppott, taising Ying’s college scholarship will not be possible. I hope for you there is
some excitement in knowing that though this campaign is for Ying, sending her to college is really an
investment in a better future for Burma. To me at least, that’s what is so inspiring about this campaign.

Sitting down to write this, T felt that a letter from me would be a good start, but a thank you really should
come from Ying... after all, it’s her life that will change forever because of your involvement. Enclosed is 2

letter Ying wrote for you.

She was concerned het English was not good enough to thank you propetly, but after reading it T can’t
imagine you feeling anything but her sincerity. I hope this letter from Ying to be the first of many
between you and her over her college career as I will send you updates of her progress—I know Ying is
looking forward to my keeping you informed.

As for me, I am cutrently finishing my last round of finals at school, preparing for graduation, and beginning
to train for the trek through Burma. I completed my first 20 mile walk through DC in mid-March and plan
to do a two-week hike through either the Appalachian Trail or Sierra Nevada in August.

I hope you continue to follow Scholarships for Burma’s progress throughout Ying’s education.
Please don’t hesitate to write ot call me with any questions or comments you have.
Thank you again so much for your support. You will make a difference!

Sincerely,
Kirk Acevedo

Just to make sure our records are correct, you:
[] made a gift of $
[] have pledged $ and have asked us to bill you monthly.

If this is not correct, please e-mail me at kirk.acevedo@scholasshipsforburma.com, or the Treasurer Carl DuBois at
carl.dubois@scholarshipsforburma.com.
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Dear Donor,

Thank you so much for your generous gift. The donation that you have provided will not only
support my education but will also support the education of a new generation of students.

Right now I teach Shan migrant communities and their children in construction sites in
northern Thailand. However, with your support, I will be able to graduate from, university
with a degree in English Communication and not only teach in migrant areas but I hope to
return to Burma someday to teach a new generation there. The reason that I want to go back
and teach there is because I hope to foster and develop a new generation of students who are
creative and can think for themselves, rather than solely memorize facts the way 1 was taught
to twenty years ago.

Seventy years ago the education system in Burma was very good. Many people from other
countries such as Thailand and Laos came to study in Burma. But right now it is the opposite
and people from Burma are going to other countries to receive an education. I think this is
because the education system in Burma has not improved over the years. I do not blame the
teachers who are teaching what they were taught themselves. But I do blame the government
of Burma which has cut the funding for schools.

I hope to study English Communication. With a degree in English Communication, I will be
able to provide students in Burma with a quality education that instills self-confidence and
good communication skills. | believe access to educational opportunities is the only way to
empower the next generation of students in Burma and bring about change.

Your donation does not only benefit me but also benefits the entire next generation of
students in Burma. Thank you very much again for your support.

Sincerely,

Ying Kawn Tai
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I (T’Imse prinlall information)

| Name:

| Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

E-maii:

l Please make checks payable to “Human Rights Action Center - Scholarships for Burma™
and mail to:
l Scholarships for Burma
c/o Carl DuBois, Treasurer
I 4275 Greal Falls Loop
l Reno, NV 89511

Mr. DuBais may be reached af carl dubois@scholarshipsforburma com, or by phone al 775 287-1521
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| Yes, I support Scholarships for Burmal

I (Please print all information)

I Name:

] Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

l Please make checks payable 1o “Human Rights Action Cenler - Scholarships for Burina”
and mail to:
I Scholarships for Burma
¢/o Cari DuBois, Treasurer
4275 Great Falls Loop
Reno, NV 69511

I Mr. DuBois may be reached ai carl dubois@scholarshipsforburma.com, or by phone al 775-287 4521
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Yes, I support Scholarships for Burma!

I (Please print all information)

I Name:

1 Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

and mail Lo the treasurer:
Scholarships for Burma
¢/o Carl DuBaois, Treasurer
4275 Great Falls Loop

I Please make checks payable Lo “Human Rights Action Center - Scholarships for Burma”
I Reno, NV 89511

Mr. Dulius may he reached a carldubvis@schalarshipsforbmrma.cam, or by phone al 775 287-4521
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Pledge Amount: §

(10 be paid nis later than December 31, 2011)

Enclosed is my payment in full cash/check

Please bill me in monthly increments starting /

2011
Twill pay my pledged amount online

Signature: _

~

Date: /

* Scholarshps far Dema is 2 S03c)(3) project of the Human Rights Action Center.
Contributions are deductible for incame tax purpuses in the manuer and 1o the extent
of ihe law
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Managing the Accounts

Scholarships for Burma is a project of the Human Rights Action Center (HRAC), a registered
501(c)(3) in the District of Columbia. Jack Healey, founder, FExecutive Director, and former head of
Amnesty International for 12 years, lent Scholarships for Burma its non-profit status for this project.

All donations made to the project are 100% tax-deductible and go ditectly to fund Ying’s college

scholarship. No donations go to fund the trek through Burma in October.

Another key figure in this campaign is the former president and founder of the The DuBois Group,
a nationally recognized fundraising consultant firm I interned with in 2008. Since 2008, Mr. DuBois
has been one of my mentors and has been intimately involved and invested in Scholarships for
Burma officially as the Treasurer. It is the duration of this campaign (at least four years) that
conflicted with my plans after school (one of which may be to volunteer with the Peace Corps), and
Mzt. DuBois kindly offered to assist pro bono by receiving donations, managing the accounts, and

making disbursements in my absence.
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Dear Jack,

Thank you so much for taking my Scholarships for Burma project under the Human Rights
Actions Center. It is essential for me to keep impeccable records of the money that comes in and
out, and for you to know how that money is used.

As detailed in the draft case statement Mike sent you and attached in this message, I have
estimated Ying Kawn Tai’s total college education—room aid board, tuition, and books—to cost
$26,220. Should the amount raised exceed $26,220, at the end of Ying’s four years the leftover
money will be given to charity.

Funds will be released at the beginning of each semester of Payap College for Ying Kawn Tai.
One set of funds will be routed to Payap College to pay for tuition, the other to Ying so that she
can pay for books, rent, and the costs of living. These expenses will be tracked and provided to
you at the end of each year.

For exceptional circumstances, you (or the person managing your accountant, whomever you
prefer) will be notified of new releases of funds. 1 hope few, if any, of these situations will
oceur, but part of the budget is reserved for contingencies in case anything unexpected comes up.

Should I be out of the country for an extended period of time, I would like to add two other
signatories on the account—Carl DuBois and Michael Haack—who will jointly be allowed to
release funds with my permission. Both are very trusted friends invested in this project, Ying’s
education, and both have agreed to these responsibilities.

[f you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions you can reach me at 202-680-8977, or at
kirka.acevedo@gmail.com

Thank you again so much. This project would not be possible without your generosity.

Sincerely,

Y,

Kirk Acevedo
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Scholarships for Burma

[Mission Stafessits
Vi & SCHOLARSHIPS c/o Kirk Acevedo

T \ for P.O. Box 32071
BURMA Washington, DC 20007

Mission Statement:

The Human Rights Action Center is a non-profit based out of Washington, D.C. that works on the
issues of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Aung San Suu Kyi. Using the arts and

new technologies, they work creativity to develop new strategies to stop human rights abuses.

Scholarships for Burma is a sub-project campaign of the Human Rights Action Center to raise
$26,220 to send a Burmese refugee to college in Thailand. For more information, visit

www.scholarshipsforburma.com
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To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to inform you that Scholarships for Burma is a fiscally sponsored project of the Human
Rights Action Center, a qualified 501(c)(3) non-profit. |

Sincerely, ] !

¢ \Q@&@u

Jack Healey
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SAMPLE REIMBURSEMENT SHEET (NOT AC

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR BURMA

The following request is for reimbursement of funds related to operational expenses related to
Scholarships for Burma. All reimbursements must be accompanied by receipts for the item(s)

purchases.

Date: 02/22/2011

Name: KIRK. AcevepO

Relationship to Scholarships For Burma:

Reimbursement ltems Requested: (Must be accompanied by receipts)

#1 (3/28/2011) Printing of Case Statements (x10)
Amount: $65.00

#2 (3/29/2011) Mailer x 2, mailings
Amount $ 5.00

#3 (4/04/2011) Stationary
Amount $ 13.50

#7 (4/04/2011) Committee letters printed
Amount: $2.13

#8 (4/04/2011) Case Statements mailed to Committee members
Amount: $17.5

Total= $ 103.13

Approved by: Carl DuBois, Treasurer
Reimbursement Date: 04/18/2011

Form of Payment: (Check Number):
Amount: $ 103.13

Send To: Carl DuBois, Treasurer
Scholarships For Burma
4275 Great Falls Loop
Reno, Nevada 89511






Informing the Public

Grassroots Qutreach

Although this campaign focuses on sending Ying to college, it is also a vehicle to talk about Burma
and the various problems the country faces. On the day of the launch, I spent four hours on AU’s
quad handing out 500 quatter sheets with a map of Burma and a route of the trek printed on it.

Thhis was done for two reasons.

When I led the Student Campaign for Burma at AU, one of the first things we_did was conduct a
‘Burma-awareness quiz’ on campus. We went around the quad each day for one week asking
students to point out Burma on a blank map of Southeast Asia. Out of close to 200 students
sutveyed, less than 25% knew where Burma was located, though almost all could point to India,
Thailand, or China. For the largest college in the United States teaching international relz-;ltions, I
always wondered why Burma, one of the wotld’s most twisted and backwards country, so rich in
development problems, never made it to the limelight, or why no one had even heard of the countty
ot could point it out on the map. So the first, and most obvious reason, was to show how students
how far I will be walking through Burma in October. The second, mote subtle reason (and I think

mote impottant), was to simply show people where Burma is located on a map.
Talks

An important component to the campaign is the ‘talks.” Whenever I get the chance to talk about
Scholartships for Burma, it’s a simple and effective way to tell people about Burma as well as ask for
their suppott. I spoke to three classes and the community service fraternity at AU, as well as at the
University of Maryland’s Amnesty International human rights film festival. When possible, I use a

power point with the photos of me along the Thai-Burma border, with Ying, and the progtess we've






made on the campaign to send Ying to school. So far close to $2,000 in gifts has come from public

speaking.



