Xenophobia and the Long Road to African Integration

Abstract

It has been about a half-century since most part of the African continent became
independent. Ever since, a multitude of regional organizations have been created and
designed to ensure prosperity and solidarity on the continent. Unfortunately Africa still
lags behind the rest of the world on most aspects of human development. Why have
African countries not been successful in their efforts toward regional integration? Does a
xenophobia-driven acrimony among Africans play an important role in explaining such
failures? Regional specialists on Africa have thus far emphasized the governments’
unwillingness to integrate and their competition over resources as the primary reasons for
poor cooperation. This research project turns to the scholarship on social identity,
however, for an alternative explanation. My study shows that xenophobia, caused by
socio-cultural intolerance, plays an important role in the overall backwardness of the
continent. Using a quantitative analysis, this paper relies mostly on survey data from the
Afrobarometer to see how Africans define their identity and how they perceive regional
and continental integration. My research finds that the continuing scenes of violence in
Africa are both a consequence of the high emphasis Africans place on their socio-cultural

identity, and also the cause of failures in socioeconomic integration.



Contents

INErOdUCTION «..oteet e 1
1.Source of data .........oouiiiiiii i 16
il Selection of data .........cooeiiiiiiii i 17
11 Variables ..o 17
1v. Testing hypotheses .........oooiiiiiiiiiiii e, 18
1. Emphasis on Identity as Cause of Xenophobia ................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii.. 20
1.1. Theories of intergroup conflicts ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 21
1.1.1. Relative conflict theory .............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 21
1.1.2. Social identity theory on violence ...............cocevviiiniiiinennn. 22
1.2. Intragroup identity or a xenophobic Weapon ..............coooeviiiiiiiiiinennne.. 23
1.2.1. South Africa: a new and improved “test” of identity ................ 24

1.2.2. Identity distinctiveness and its indicators
ACTOSS SOCIAL GIOUPS...eeevvireriiieiiieeeiiee ettt e e e 26
1.2.3. Xenophobic violence and its indicators ...............cooeveinenne... 28
1.2.4. Correlation between identity and violence ............................ 29

1.2.5. Different definitions of identity

for different cases of Xenophobia ..........cccceeeeiieeniiieeniiieeniieeieens 34
2. Xenophobia as the Cause of Multiple Failures in African Integration.................... 38
2.1. International sociopolitical 0rganizations.............c..cooevieiiiiiiiininennenn. 39
2.2. International SOCI0€CONOMIC OTZANIZAIONS ..'uvvenueernteentteaieeneenneeeneenns 40
2.3. Interstate organizations in AfriCa ............ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 41
2.4. Explanations of failures in Africa ..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 43
2.5. Africans and regional INteZration. ...........coviueiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiinie i, 45
2.6. Shared responsibilities of failures ..............coooeiiiiiiiiiiiii e 51
L0071 L1 1 10§ H PP 53
N 0515 114§ 58

il



