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characterize what Japan did at this time as "rational shopping."” They borrowed technology, social
systems, infrastructure, and educational methods from countries around the world and adapted and
fitted them to their own needs and culture. They used what worked and abandoned what did not. To do
this, the Meiji oligarchs set off on an around the world junket in 1871 known as the Iwakura Mission,
named for the head of the delegation, Iwakura Tomomi. They spent several months each in the United
States, England and Europe, and studied everything they encountered from banking systems to zoos.
They brought home anything which might be useful to Japan, in one form or another, including a police

system modeled somewhat on the French system, an educational system influenced by both America

77?1t is important to note that in Japan there really is only one moment of critical importance to one's



career chances — the entrance examination to college. There are few opportunities to change paths or

retool. Americans' belief that one can be recreated at any time in life, that the self-made person can get
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Suicide rates (per 100,000), by gender and age, Japan, 2004.
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